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Project Overview
Nexus is an elegant proposition for a new
residential apartment development in Rockdale.
Seamlessly blending into its social-spatial context,
the articulated glass prism form ensures that
occupants are connected to the environment, each
other, the town centre and broader Sydney context. 

Project Commissioner
Resico

Project Creator
Fuse Architects

Project Brief
Nexus is a proposed 9 storey residential building in
the south Sydney suburb of Rockdale. The
development has been designed in direct response
to its social-spatial context, successfully mediating
the shift in density of a rapidly evolving suburb,
whilst strengthening the resident’s connection to
place. Delivering 60 new high-quality residential
apartments within proximity to local amenities as
well as public transport infrastructure, Nexus is a
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community centric development which presents
opportunities for residents to engage with both the
local Rockdale community and broader Sydney
region. 

The formal outcome is a playfully articulated glass
prism, optimally orientated to ensure utmost
natural ventilation, solar access and both acoustic
and visual privacy. An elegant and sophisticated
formal realisation of client objectives, planning
controls, and an exemplary addition to the Rockdale
town centre and skyline. 

Project Innovation/Need
Nexus provides a level of amenity which exceeds
the standard set in multiple housing developments
in the outer ring suburbs of Sydney. User experience
drives the apartment layout and overall
organisation of the proposed development. Social
connections between occupants are enhanced
through the provision of generous communal open
space. Contextual connections are generated
through the incorporation of floor to ceiling glazed
panels, which present extensive views of Rockdale
and Botany Bay. Similarly, the stacked massing
allows the proposed development to seamlessly
blend into its immediate context, connecting the
smaller scale residences on the opposite side of the
road to the more recent multiple level
developments, in turn homogenising the
streetscape. 

Private open space is provided in a mixture of
wintergardens, balconies, terraces and courtyards,
all with operable glazed panels which allow the
occupants a sense of control and ownership of their
space as they manipulate the façade of the building
for the benefit of their individual thermal comfort.
Wintergardens have been used extensively to
create an extension of the social living space which
can be enjoyed year-round. 

Design Challenge
The proposal arose out of a design review of an
existing development application with the planned
modification looking to improve the buildings
amenity, apartment layout and overall architectural
aesthetic impact. Located on a challengingly
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oriented site, bound by preexisting and proposed
developments, the physical siting proved
challenging. The developed block is immediately
juxtaposed with the low scale residential strip which
mirrors the development. Nexus adopts a tiered
form in a sympathetic attempt to assist in the
transition of building scale between the two sides of
the road. 

Nexus is an exercise in residential efficiency.
Through strategic planning and an artful
arrangement of unit types the feasibility of the site
was significantly improved from the original
development application, ensuring maximum yield
for the client. Site yield was not at a compromise of
the amenities of the future occupants of the
development, instead levels of naturally ventilated
units were similarly increased and units receiving
adequate solar access increased from 34% in the
original DA to over 70% in Nexus.

Sustainability
Sustainability is at the heart of Nexus. Nexus has
incorporated both passive and active design
features to reduce the overall environmental impact
of the building. Solar panels have been applied to
the roof and will be used to power communal areas.
All lighting in common internal and external areas
are supplemented by motion sensors to ensure
solar power gains are maximised. Large canopy
trees and rooftop gardens serve to recover the
ground lost to the buildings footprint whilst
simultaneously reducing air and noise pollution.
Apartment orientation and extensive use of
operable glazed panels allow a large percentage of
units to be naturally ventilated and receive optimal
natural sunlight year-round.

The measures taken to reduce Nexus’s
environmental footprint have a positive impact on
the economic sustainability of occupants of the
development as they are less reliant on costly
nonrenewable energy and artificial heating and
cooling systems. Through spatial efficiency and
unique apartment configuration maximum yield for
the client could be realised. The creation of 60 new
homes will help fuel the local economy of Rockdale
and allow the occupants of the proposal to take up
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employment in local businesses and health and
educational services.

Nexus provides a range of unit types ranging from
studios to 3-bedroom apartments. This ensures
that the occupants of the development come from
socially diverse backgrounds and reflects the
vibrant suburb of Rockdale. Communal open space
present and encourage social interaction and
engagement of all occupants of the residence. 

Architecture - Proposed - Multi
Residence

This award celebrates the design process and
product of planning, designing and constructing
form, space and ambience that reflect
functional, technical, social, and aesthetic
considerations. Consideration given for material
selection, technology, light and shadow. The
project can be a concept, tender or personal
project, i.e. proposed space.
More Details
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